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MANAGER’S CORNER

Hello Members!!

Well, here it is — August already! July was a good month with some slow times, but 
that's to be expected with summer spent at the lakes. It happens every year, but we 
just keep pushing forward and making things happen for Post 21. As I write this, 
we've just finished our Summer Blast weekend. The music, food, and activities were 
fantastic! I want to thank everyone who helped make this event possible, from the 
volunteers to all the sponsors who contributed to our fundraising efforts for the 
Veterans Honor Flight. It was a successful weekend, and we are still adding up the 
totals to see what was raised. Right now, it looks like it was a very successful 
weekend! Thanks again to everyone who did their part. It couldn't have happened 
without everyone's help.

Regarding upcoming events at Post 21, I want to mention this one first since we just 
found out. We will be hosting the Budweiser Clydesdale Horses on September 7th 
from 2-4 pm. We are still finalizing some details, so more information will be shared 
soon. Don't forget about our annual Post 21 car show on August 9th from 10 am to 2 
pm. Hopefully, we get a good turnout for this event. We will have live music in the 
parking lot by the Dixieland Band and burger baskets inside.

Wednesday Night Steak Night. If you haven't heard, we started using Alsagar Meats 
as our steak supplier a few weeks ago, and hats off to them! These steaks are tender 
and very delicious. We have received many compliments on their excellent quality. 
Thanks, Alsagar Meats! Come in and give it a try, you won't be disappointed.

I also want to take a moment to thank the outgoing Commander, Paul Leeman, for his 
outstanding leadership over the past few years. I know he won't be leaving us 
completely; he is a great asset to Post 21. Welcome to our new Commander, Susie 
Schroeder, our first-ever woman Commander here at Post 21. Given the short time 
she's been in command, I can tell you this is going to be an exciting journey.

Just a couple more things to mention about steak night. On the 13th, “The '60s Guys” 
will perform from 7-9 pm, and on the 20th, the RRVV Swing Band will also be here 
from 7-9 pm. Until next time, as we head into fall, remember to keep our troops and 
veterans in your prayers, as always. May God bless you, and may God bless 
America!!

Scott B. Moen, Manager

website - moorheadlegion.com 



Greetings!
We are now in the middle of summer and need to make sure we take care of ourselves and our family.  The 
weather is extremely warm, and hydration is the key!  Be careful on the road.  Keep an eye out for 
Motorcycle Riders, especially as some of the new laws have changed with lane splitting.

 As you are reading this, we will have just finished up our big Summer Blast Event.  I want to give a big 
shout-out to Scott, Lori, Bill, and the committee for all the hard work on this amazing fundraiser.  I would 
also like to thank the staff for all their continuous hard work, and all the volunteers who make this possible!  
That is why we are the “People's Choice”.

There are sure exciting things on the horizon for the Post! August brings around the Car Show on Saturday, 
August 9th.  Also, a little birdie told me that we will be having a decorated trailer in the Greater Moorhead 
Days Parade! I was even more excited to hear that the famous Budweiser Clydesdales will be at the Post on 
Sunday afternoon, September 7th.  Mark your calendars!  There will be people working on this to make it 
into a community picnic and possibly end up with a little music.  There will be more to come.  I am also 
gearing up for our next Honor Flight!  We will be departing September 28-30th.  We are very excited to be 
bringing some VIP's from our Post. Paul and Connie Leeman, along with Dennis Beckerleg, will be joining 
us as our honored Veterans!

As I begin to wrap up this column, I will have had a few firsts.  I had my first Post meeting which went fine.  
Probably due to all the great members there supporting me        .  My first month as the Commander, which I 
could not be prouder to be, and my first year completed in my 60's.

As this last month has taught me, live your life to the fullest and tell your people you love them!  

Don't forget to thank and tip the great staff for all they do!

Susie Schroeder, Commander

COMMANDERS CORNER

Moorhead Unit 21 welcomes our final new member for 2025 – Donna Shields! We are now starting our 2026 
membership year. The national office does not accept new applications until September 1, but if you know 
someone who would like to join, we can still initiate the application process. 2026 renewals are another thing 
– the sooner they are received, the better. Membership dues for 2026 are still $35.00 for senior members (age 
18 and over), and Junior dues (birth through age 17) are only $10.00. You don't need to wait for a renewal 
notice. I don't have the actual date yet, but if I can get your dues submitted to the National office the first week 
in August, they will not need to send you a renewal notice. Since they have nearly a million renewals to get 
processed, any savings in postage helps. Just send your check to me at 1332 11th Ave N, Moorhead, MN 
56560-1614.  

Don't forget – those who pay their 2026 dues on or before Veterans Day (November 11) will have their 
membership card marked with an early bird stamp, which is good for one free drink at the Legion. If you pay 
your dues online, your card comes from the National office. However, you can still get an EARLY BIRD 
stamp by bringing your card to an Auxiliary meeting for stamping, or by giving me a call, and I will send one 
out to you.   Sooooo – be an Early Bird and help get our 2026 membership year off to a great start!

Judy Carpenter, Membership Chairperson, 701-367-6173, jucarpenter@earthlink.net

UNIT 21 AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP



Greetings!

Summer is moving on, and we hope you have been enjoying all that sunshine!

First, I want to remind you that our next meeting is coming up on August 4th at 6:00 pm. 
The executive meeting will be at 5:30. Please bring your committee folders that I handed 
out. This will be a busy meeting with lots to cover. Right now, our September meeting is not 
scheduled. The first Monday of the month when our meeting is usually held coincidentally 
falls on Labor Day. Our Legion is very busy, so we will discuss a possible date at our August 
meeting.

Looking ahead into the fall, we have several important dates where our Auxiliary will be 
involved. September 15th, we will host the VA Appreciation Dinner, September 14th is 
Preflight for the Honor Flight, September 30th, the Honor Flight returns from Washington, 
D.C., and on October 12th is the Membership Dinner. We are asking our members to help 
out with these events. More on this at our next meetings.

The Gold Book 2024-2025 has been distributed. It has very interesting tallies of the year-
end reports. Looking at these reports, there are several good ideas that other Units have 
included in their committee reports. Our Unit 21 has been strong in several committee 
tallies. I know we can do more. With this information and by forming our committees with 
Auxiliary members, we can strengthen our Auxiliary, ultimately helping our Veterans, 
community, and Legion Family.

We are still selling pretzels and dip for the land fundraiser. Customers at the Legion are 
really enjoying this snack, making it hard to keep up with homemade dip and bagging the 
pretzels. We need to form a "Pretzel" committee to maintain a regular schedule and handle 
the demand. We will discuss this at the next meeting.

This next month will mark the beginning of our new year.  Let's strive to follow the words 
of our Preamble to the Constitution of the American Legion Auxiliary. Everyone is 
welcome to our meetings. If you are a member but are not so sure about getting involved, 
please just attend and you will be welcomed. Involvement is up to you. If it is purely a social 
time for you, or if you are wondering how you can help our Veterans, know that you are 
welcome.

Barb Chamberlain, Unit 21 Auxiliary President 
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Wow, another busy month for the FM Legion Riders. I can't believe August is just around the corner.

We have certainly been active.  We helped with a Veteran escort to the National Cemetery, assisted in the Legion kitchen, and had our 
annual Veterans Fun Run!! We had a wonderful time with a great group of people as we were raising awareness for the needs of our 
Veterans while raising funds to help make it all possible. The generosity of our area is truly amazing, and we want to thank everyone for 
making this event a success.

Moving forward, we will be assisting with Summer Bast and hosting one of our fantastic breakfasts on July 27th, with proceeds going to 
the ND/MN Veterans Honor Flight.

In August, we will host another Veterans Run on the 16th and participate in Looney Days in Vergas, MN.

We still have raffle tickets available for our drawing in October. So, get some tickets and win some cash!

As always, please keep an eye out for our motorcycles and help us stay safe.

God Bless,

Marc Simonet - Director/Chaplain FM Legion Riders.





Veterans Service Officer
Hi,

I was recently in Louisville, KY, for an accreditation training, and many things that the VA is doing works, 
but unfortunately, veterans in Cass/Clay County are scared. Many of you have voiced your concerns, and 
they're all valid. This is not about politics. It's about promises. When a veteran takes the oath, they're told 
they will be cared for when the uniform comes off. Legislation like this should be carefully reviewed to 
ensure it doesn't erode the very benefits that uphold that promise. We have earned benefits not given to us just 
because, but earned through hard work, perseverance, blood, sweat, and tears.

Buried in the details of new federal legislation are changes that could dramatically affect veterans access to 
health care, housing, and food security, especially those who are elderly, low-income, or disabled. Many 
veterans rely on Medicaid as a supplement to VA health care, especially when facing long-term care needs or 
medical services not offered at VA facilities. If Medicaid eligibility tightens, it could create barriers to vital 
care for the very individuals who once stood in defense of our nation. We can do better, and now is the time to 
pay attention. Demand answers and demand respect. Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
benefits could hit low-income veteran households hard — especially in rural areas where food deserts and 
lack of access already present challenges. We do work with several food banks in the F-M area. Because 
honoring our veterans means more than standing ovations at football games — it means standing up for them 
when it counts. If you're in need, please reach out to Curt or me for help. 

Stand Down II Event – see attached flyer or save the date.

Cass and Clay County's mission remains clear: to ensure every veteran in our community receives the 
respect, resources, and guidance they deserve. With your support, we can continue expanding this impact 
and honoring the commitment these men and women have made to our country. Please attend our Stand 
Down on 9/11/25 at Broadway Square from 1000 – 1400.

Throughout the year, we also coordinate regular VA benefits workshops, claims clinics, and outreach efforts 
in collaboration with local partners. These events include healthcare enrollment opportunities, employment 
fairs, educational briefings on legislative updates, and targeted outreach to underserved populations, 
including rural and women veterans. We also offer peer support groups and appreciation events designed to 
strengthen connections and reduce social isolation.

Thanks to these efforts, we've seen a significant rise in successful claims outcomes, particularly for veterans 
who were previously denied or unaware of their eligibility. Our growing network of support continues to 
improve advocacy, build trust, and streamline access to essential benefits and services.

We would love to see you, and thanks for all you do!

Chris

Christopher J. Deery, MSW, Veteran Service Officer,
Cass County Veteran Service, 211 9th Street South 
Fargo, ND  58108, Phone: 701-241-5746, Fax: 701-239-6751 



The SAL members helped with the Honor Flight fundraising at Hebron brick. Thank you for hosting! 
Volunteers served over 200 brats, 50 hot dogs, and a lot of pulled pork. A BIG THANK YOU to Alsager Meats 
for providing the meat. If you happened to stop in at one of their many locations, be sure to thank them.

If you stop by the club, check out the new SAL sign outside the club. Thank you, Marc Simonet, for your 
generosity.

The Legion car show will be held on Saturday, August 9th. Got something nice, come show it off!

Just a reminder that your 2026 membership renewal is coming up. We were number 1 in the Detachment of 
MN. Let's keep that tradition going and stay number 1 in the Detachment!

During our meeting, we discussed the idea of donating all proceeds, like we do for Cowboy Up Ride Against 
Cancer, to a different charity. Let us know if any local charities need our support.

Heading across the pond… see you soon.

Dale Jenson SAL commander
Darin Mogck SAL Adjutant 



Thank you to the following for your generous donation
Doug & Cindy Dietrich

Bob & Judy Videen

Greg “Hammer” Lofgren

FM Legion Riders

Charles Hartje

Marc Simonet & Janice Kjera

Brian & Kim Schlotfeldt

Mike & Carol McCarthy

Dean Atchison

Pam & Mike Gruchalla

Pat Rankin

SAL Squadron 21

Willis & Patricia Frazee

Dennis & Mary Beckerleg

Paul & Connie Leeman

Unit 21 Auxiliary

Gary & Paulette Schulz

Peter Larson & Family

John & Linda Schultz

Les & Mary Forman

Clarence Olson

Tom Odegard

Doug Giedt

Vincent & Laura Andring

Jennifer Turner

Sheryl Bennes

Clarence Olson

Jim & Cheryal Welle

Daniel & Cheryl Schwandt

Charlie & Judith Leitheiser

Tom & Sherry Watt

Larry & Judy Carpenter

Kenneth Blake

Louis or Vanda Wander

Cathy and Lee Fonder

Dave Simley

Brad Starry



The Honor Guard has attended four funerals since my last report. They were Alden Brendemuhl, Marine, 10 
major Korean War engagements; Everett Rollie, Marine, Vietnam War and Okinawa, later First Sergeant (E-8) 
with the 188th Army Band; Arden Johnson, Navy, Korean War; and Duane Rafteseth, Army, served in Frankfurt, 
Germany.

The Color Guard was quiet in July.

American Legion Auxiliary Members, Sons of American Legion Members, or Legion Rider members are 
eligible to join the American Legion Melvin E. Hearl Post #21 Honor Guard, and we need you to volunteer. The 
Post offers a $30 stipend per event attended to Honor Guard members.

As the Honor/Color Guard Commander, I coordinate with the Honor/Color Guard members to determine who is 
available for any single event, which normally occurs between 10 AM and 4 PM, with an occasional evening 
event.

If you are interested in joining the Honor/Color Guard, please contact me by phone or text at 701-261-7012. 

Peter Larson, Honor Guard Commander, Melvin E. Hearl Post 21, Email: phlarson@midco.net,

Post 21 Memorial Donations
Want to recognize your favorite Veteran? Consider purchasing a Paver and remembering them. The cost is 
$75.00 per paver. 

Color/Honor Guard

mailto:phlarson@midco.net,


2026 Membership Renewals

I want to thank everyone who has already renewed for the 2026 Membership year. We are off to a 
great start and already at 50% of our goal.

You can either send in your dues via the USPS or the Online Renewals for 2026 will be available 
July 1. This is the fastest way to get your 2026 Membership renewed. Go to 
www.legion.org/renew and just follow the instructions. Once you renew online, the Post is 
notified the next day and I'll have your 2025 Membership card in the mail.

Renew on or before November 11, 2025 (Veteran's Day) and be an “EARLY BIRD”. This 
distinction will be stamped on your membership card. Display the card to one of our friendly 
bartenders and receive one complementary beverage from our club.

As a reminder the dues for the 2026 year has gone up tp $55.00.

If you have any questions as always, please feel free to give me a call.

Tim Haugen, 701.261.6973, Post 21, Adjutant

BE AN “EARLY BIRD”



Not much is happening this month, as I mentioned in the 
July Legion newsletter. But by the end of the month, 
things will start to pick up again in the shooting sports. 
In late August or early September, the Glyndon Rod and 
Gun will again host the fall season of the Minnesota. 
High School Clay Target League. I am sure it will be the 
same three High schools with about 200 CO-ED youth 
shooters. This year, Concordia College will have a team 
shooting in the College League. The fall season will 
again be 8 weeks, with a chance to go on to the state 
level shoot at Alexandra, MN. There is also a chance to 
go to the national shoot.

It depends on when a School District starts school, 
which is in MN. High School Archery Program starts. 
It could be the end of Aug, or the beginning of 
September. Either way, the CO-ED shooters will be 
happy to get back to shooting in their sport.

SAFETY IS NUMBER 1#

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY, SINCE 1919

Gary L. Schulz

Shooting Sports

GySgt Chad Beckerleg - USMC
SMSgt Samuel Dibble - ND ANG
TSgt Collin Denny - ND ANG
MSgt Jason Meyers - ND ANG
CMSgt Jeffrey Dahl - ND ANG
MSgt Brandon Grund - ND ANG
MAJ Mathew Hoff - US ARMY
Capt Shelby Moderow - USAF
CPT Lukas Ziegler - USA
SPC Gavin Bakke - MN ARNG
CMSgt Rich Duysen - ND ANG

MSgt Betsy Miller - ND ANG
1LT Jacob Schobinger - USAR
Capt Skyler Muller - USAF
SSG Ian Ketterling, US Army
Monte DeBoer - US Navy
MSgt Mason Krebsbach - ND ANG
TSgt Jacob Dibble - ND ANG
CMSgt Richard Hayes - ND ANG
SPC Mason Hughes - ND ARNG
SGT Tristan Gentry - MN ARNG
AB Gracie Schroeder - ND ANG

If you’re currently in the service Active or Reserve Component
and not listed below, please send me your information.

I’d like to add your name to this list!!!

Current Post 21 members 

serving on Active Duty/

Reserve Component

*** - Currently Deployed 

Thank You for your Service!!!!!



Post 21 Gaming Donations

The Following

Western Steam Threshers
Spud Closet
VAVS Kickoff Banquet
Color Guard
Total

 $250.00 
 $250.00  
$600.00  

 $1,629.00
$2,279.00

Gaming Committee

Donations were
Approved by the

Moorhead American Legion
Gaming Tidbits

July 20, 2025

In the last fiscal year, over 15,600 people played 
Bingo on 196 different nights at Post 21. We paid 
out $369,196.00 in prize money. During this same 
period, we paid the state of MN $111,078.00 in 
taxes. Some might say, “Life is good right here at 
Your “Friendly Moorhead American Legion”.

Dennis Beckerleg, Gaming Manager

Post 21 Gaming

Dennis Beckerleg, Post 21 Gaming 
Manager presenting a check for 
$2,100 for the WIFI at the Fergus 
Falls Veterans Home.



Dale Johnson, USA Vet

Candance Blaze, USAF Vet

Randy Hanson, USA Vet

Eugene Schroeder, USN Vet

Roger Richards, USA Vet

Melvin E. Hearl, Post 21, would like to welcome the 
following new members to the American Legion 

Family at our Post Home!!

New Members

HOME • AUTO • FARM • LIFE • BUSINESS • SURETY

1516 Main Ave.
Moorhead, MN 56560

Phone: 218-233-3422
Fax: 218-233-3425
www.moorheadinsurance.com

 
COPYKAT
PRINTING

1624 S Main Ave
Moorhead, MN 56560

P - 218-236-1115
F - 218-236-1117

info@copykatmoorhead.com

John R. Nyquist, ChFC®

Financial Advisor

4609 33rd Ave. S Suite #200
Fargo, ND 58104
Bus. 701-642-8169

john.nyquist@edwardjones.com

edwardjones.com/john-nyquist

Post 21 offers its sincere condolences to the family and friends of their loved one who 
recently passed away.

Arden Johnson, USN, Korea Era

Our thoughts and prayers are with the Family of this Veteran.

TAPS



We are continuing to raise money for the RRR Fund.

The RRR Fund is an ongoing fundraiser for repairs at your Post Home. If you have questions on 
this fund, please give Scott Moen, Club Manager, a call @ 218-233-1297.

Also, a very heartfelt thank you to all our previous donors for your dollars and for volunteering to 
make this Post-Home look great.

Post 21 Management & Officers

“RRR Fund-Raising Update” - (Restore, Refresh and Replace)

IRA - Individual Retirement Account
QCD - Qualified Charitable Contribution

If you have an IRA and are 70½ or older, you can make a transfer from your IRA directly to a 
qualified charity using a QCD, and it will be tax-free. These transfers are a great way to give to a 
qualified charity, especially if you do not itemize deductions or file a tax return.

The amount is not reported as income and is not taken as an itemized deduction if you file a tax return. 
The amounts must be paid directly from your IRA to the qualified charity.

Our American Legion is a qualified charity. If you want to use this method to donate to our American 
Legion, contact the trustee of your IRA to arrange a direct payment to “American Legion Post 21”.

Your holder (trustee) of your IRA or your tax preparer should be able to answer any other questions 
you have concerning a QCD.



Lunch 11 AM - 2 PM

Lunch 11 AM - 2 PMLunch 11 AM - 2 PM

Lunch 11 AM - 2 PM Lunch 11 AM - 2 PMLunch 11 AM - 2 PM

Kitchen 5:00 PM
Bingo - 6:30 PM

Kitchen 5:00 PM

1

8 9

10 15 16

22 23

Mhd Business Assn
Meeting @ Noon

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

Lunch 11 AM - 2 PM

Mhd Business Assn
Meeting @ Noon

Kitchen 5:00 PM
Bingo - 6:30 PM

1211 13 14

17 1918 20 21

25 2624

Open

Lunch 11 AM - 2 PM

10 AM - 2 PM

Kitchen 5:00 PM
Bingo - 6:30 PM
Lunch 11 AM - 2 PM

6 - 8 PM

Steak Fry - $18

Lunch 11 AM - 2 PM

Mhd Business Assn

AUGUST 2025

Kitchen 5:00 PM

11:30 - 2 PM - $8.00
Burger Baskets

Bingo - 6:30 PM

3 - 10 PM

10 AM - 2 PM

Kitchen 5:00 PM

Bingo - 6:30

BTYR - 8:30 AM

Bingo - 6:30 PM

SAL Burgers,
Dogs & Brats

5:30 - 8 PM

Post Meeting - 7 PM

House Committee - 6 PM

Valley Vintage Car Club
Mtg - 7:30 PM

Lunch 11 AM - 2 PM

10 AM - 2 PM

Kitchen 5:00 PM

Meeting @ Noon
Mhd Business Assn

Lunch 11 AM - 2 PM

No Bingo

Steak & Shrimp - $21

7 - 9 PM

Steak Fry - $18

Steak & Shrimp - $21

No Bingo

11:30 - 2 PM - $8.00

Burger Baskets

11:30 - 2 PM - $8.00

Burger Baskets

2

3 75 64

10 AM - 2 PM

Lunch 11 AM - 2 PM
Kitchen 5:00 PM

Bingo - 6:30 PM

27 28 29 30

Open
3 - 10 PM

Moorhead
Wrestling

4 - 8 PM

5 - 8 PM

Veterans Vintage
Car & Motorcycle

VVA Chapter 941

Open

Legion Rider

Meeting
6 PM

Kitchen 5:00 PM
Bingo - 6:30 PM

Crystal Sugar
Retirees Luncheon

10 AM - 2 PM

Lunch 11 AM - 2 PM

Dinner Special
Steak Bites

SAL Burgers,
Dogs & Brats

5:30 - 8 PM

SAL Burgers,
Dogs & Brats

5:30 - 8 PM

10 AM - 2 PM

SAL Burgers,
Dogs & Brats

5:30 - 8 PM

Open
3 - 10 PM

9 AM - 3 PM

Steak Bites

2 - $500 Blackouts

$1000 Blackout in

55#s or less/

$300 Consolation!

31

Auxiliary Mtg 6 PM

Lunch 11 AM - 2 PM

Kitchen 5:00 PM
Bingo - 6:30 PM

10 AM - 2 PM

Meeting @ Noon
Mhd Business Assn

Lunch 11 AM - 2 PM

6 - 8 PM

Steak Fry - $18
Steak & Shrimp - $21

Kitchen 5:00 PM
Bingo - 6:30 PM
Lunch 11 AM - 2 PM

10 AM - 2 PM

Swing Band

3 - 10 PM

$1000 Blackout in

55#s or less/

$300 Consolation!

Lunch 11 AM - 2 PM

Kitchen 5:00 PM
Bingo - 6:30 PM

Lunch 11 AM - 2 PM

Kitchen 5:00 PM
Dinner Special

Steak Bites

Lunch 11 AM - 2 PM

Kitchen 5:00 PM
Dinner Special

Steak Bites

2 - $500 Blackouts

Steak Fry

Dakota Hospital
Reunion
12 - 5 PM

18th Annual
Post 21 Car Show

Eric Surita Bday
1130 am - 1030 pm

Kitchen 5:00 PM
Bingo - 6:30

3 - $500 Blackouts

Alsgar Meat Raffle

6 - 8 PM
60s Show

11:30 - 2 PM - $8.00

Burger Baskets

Kitchen 5:00 PM

The Club will Open at

3 PM Sept 1 Labor Day
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